
Job of The Week
Police 
Officer

Key Skills

ü legal knowledge including court 
procedures and government regulations

ü knowledge of public safety and security
ü negotiation skills for keeping people safe
ü excellent verbal communication skills
ü leadership skills
ü patience and the ability to remain calm 

in stressful situations
ü sensitivity and understanding for dealing 

with traumatic situations
ü to be able to use a computer and the 

main software packages
ü the ability to understand people’s 

reactions

Salary
£19,164 - £41,130

Working hours
37-40 per week

Evenings/ weekends/ bank 
holidays/ shifts 



Police Officer 
College

You could gain some of the skills and knowledge 
you need to apply directly or through the degree 
apprenticeship route by doing a course like:
• Level 3 National Diploma in Uniformed 

Protective Services
• Level 3 Certificate in Public Services
• Level 3 Diploma in Policing

Entry requirements
You'll usually need:
4 or 5 GCSEs at grades 9 to 4 or equivalent, for a 
level 3 course

Restrictions and Requirements

You'll need to pass enhanced background checks and be over 18 years of age
You will also need to pass a fitness test



Working conditions

You could work on a patrol or at a 
police station
Your working environment may be 
outdoors in all weathers. It will  be 
physically and emotionally 
demanding. You may need to wear a 
uniform.

Career path and progression

There are clearly defined ranks in the service which you can move 
through with experience as well as taking additional examinations. 
There are opportunities to specialise in a particular type of policing, 
for example:
• criminal investigation department (CID), anti-fraud or road traffic
• drugs or firearms
• counter-terrorism
• air support or underwater search
• dog-handling or mounted policing
With experience, you may be able to apply for promotion to Sergeant, 
Inspector or Chief Inspector.
In the CID you'll also have the title of Detective added to your rank, 
for example Detective Sergeant or Detective Chief Inspector.

Day to Day tasks:

In this role you could:

ü investigate crimes and offences
ü interview suspects and make arrests
ü give evidence in court
ü respond to calls for help from the public
ü control traffic and crowds at large public 

events and gatherings
ü advise the public on personal safety and crime 

prevention
ü promote respect for people in relation to their race, 

diversity and human rights



Labour Market 
Information

In the Careers section of the school website you can find the useful 
comparison tool the ‘Labour Market Information widget’.

Use the widget to compare different job roles in any employment 



Labour Market 
Information



https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice/employment/how-to-become-a/police-officer
https://www.lincs.police.uk/police-forces/lincolnshire-police/areas/careers/join-us/police-officers/are-you-eligible-to-become-a-police-officer/
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/uk-police-forces/
https://www.joiningthepolice.co.uk/
https://www.college.police.uk/career-learning/joining-police/joining-pcso
https://www.joiningthepolice.co.uk/application-process/ways-in-to-policing/apprenticeship-pcda-entry-route
https://www.boston.ac.uk/courses/find-a-course/area/uniformed-public-services/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KS3-_hc4As
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLJ_2h7uBNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVxGgOcPM-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpa1fq_MCUQ

